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August 3, 2020                                                                                                                                                                                       
Dear Cocopah Families, 
 
I would like to welcome all of you to the 2020/2021 school year.  To all our returning families, thank you 
for trusting, again, the Cocopah staff to provide a world class education to your students.  To our new 
families, we hope that very soon you will grow to learn that Cocopah staff is committed to educating 
your student and providing a warm and supportive environment for their social and emotional growth. 
 
I am beginning my fourth year as Cocopah’s principal.  I have been an educator for 25 years and this will 
be my fifteenth year in SUSD.  I am a graduate of Brophy Prep and went to Santa Clara University for my 
undergraduate degree.  I have a master’s in education and an MBA from Arizona State University. 
 
Most notable, I am the lucky husband to my wife of twenty-five years, Lori, and the fortunate father to 
Caroline (23) and Michael (21).  When I am not working at Cocopah I enjoy running and hiking through 
the desert and mountains of Arizona, spending time with my dogs (Millie and Nora), and spending time 
with my family and friends.  It is also important to note that I am an obsessive fan of U2, The Beatles, 
and 1970’s progressive rock.  Maybe that is not so critical, but music is an important part of my life 
although sadly I am tone deaf.  So cruel! 
 
This will be a much different start to the school year.  Even though we will be in a virtual environment to 
start, our commitment and dedication will not be diminished.  I am looking forward to building 
relationships with all our students and their families.  I consider it a great privilege to work with a 
talented staff and a supportive community.  Together we will make the online teaching portion of the 
year amazing!  I appreciate your continued encouragement, trust, and patience.   
 
This week you will be receiving lots of communication from Cocopah.  Towards the end of the week you 
will be getting emails and course information from teachers.  It is not our intention to send out last 
minute communication, but we are still finalizing our master schedule and individual student schedules.  
The transition to SOL has meant that we had to collapse some courses and transition staff to SOL.  What 
normally takes weeks/months to create has been done in about 48 hours.  Thank you for your 
understanding.   
 
Again, I am looking forward to beginning the year with your students.  They are the reason I love my job 
as much as I do.  Have a great week and continue to watch out for more communication. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nick Noonan 

 
Engage, Educate and Empower Every Student, Every Day 
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